
 

 

Quick Reference Guide (QRG) 

Interpret MAR (Medication Administration Record) and MAR 

Summary Overview 

This QRG will show users of the EMR how to: 

 Interpret the MAR and MAR Summary 

MAR 

 The MAR displays medication orders that have been placed and the doses administered to the 
patient during their current encounter  
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Sections of the MAR: 

 

 ‘Scheduled’ medications are medication orders that have a specified frequency 

 

 ‘Unscheduled’ medications are medication orders that do not need to be given at a specific time 
and have the following frequency; ‘as indicated’, ‘once only (non-urgent)’, ‘post-op’ or ‘pre-op’. 

 

 

 

 ‘PRN’ medications are medication orders to be given pro re nata (when necessary)  

 

 

 ‘Continuous infusions’ are medication orders to be administered as an infusion 

 

 

 ‘Discontinued medications are all medications which have been cancelled, completed, ceased or 
discontinued by the prescribing doctor and will appear greyed out 
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Reading the MAR: 

 The default view of the MAR will read from left (newest/current time) to right (oldest time).  

 

 The MAR will contain two rows for each medication order: 

o The top row will detail the medication, dose, route and frequency as ordered by the 
prescriber. The coloured tiles represent the administration time of the medication  

 Red titles indicate that the medication dose has not been administered and is now 
overdue 

 Blue tiles indicate that the medication dose is within the appropriate window of time 
for administration 
 

 

 

o The bottom row will detail the prescribed medication’s generic name. The dose 
administered, will be represented by written tiles on the timeline, at the time administered 

 

 

 

Changing the View of the MAR: 

 To change the information visible on the MAR, click the dropdown box in the top left corner of 
the MAR. Here you can change the view to show a range of details on the MAR. The most 
common filters used to view the MAR are: 

o ‘All active medications (system)’: will list all active medication orders and display available 
administration tiles within the period which the MAR timeline is set 

o ‘All inactive medications (system)’: will list all discontinued, ceased or cancelled medication 
orders within the period which the MAR timeline is set 

o ‘All medications (system)’: will list both active and inactive medication orders within the 
period which the MAR timeline is set 
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Changing the period which the MAR timeline is set 

 It is important to note that if your MAR timeline is set to a particular time and date period, the 
MAR will only show information relevant to that particular time and date period.  

 To change the MAR timeline parameters and enable the visibility of medication administration 
tiles and discontinued medication orders over a different period of time, right-click the timeline 
and select ‘Change Search Criteria’ 
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MAR Views: 

The MAR has the option of 5 view: 

 
 

 Time View:  Categorizes the medications on the MAR based on their administration time 
intervals 
 

 
 

 Therapeutic Class View: Categorizes the medications based on their therapeutic class 
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 Route View: Categorizes the medications based on their route of administration. This view 
clearly outlines the difference between IV Continuous Infusions, Epidurals, IV medications, IM 
medications, oral, nasogastric etc 

NOTE: It is recommended that Midwives and Surgical Nurses utilise the Route View 

 

 Plan View: Displays and categorizes medications based on the order sets from which they were 
administered  
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 Taper View: 

 
 

Selecting A Default View: 

 Once you have opened the MAR View that is most appropriate, select ‘Options’ in the toolbar 
and select ‘Set This View as Default View  
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Icons that appear on the MAR: 

 Overdue task: Clicking this icon will adjust the ‘From' time to the time of the oldest overdue 
task on the MAR timeline so that all overdue tasks are pulled into the view. Once the oldest 
overdue task is charted, the timeline will automatically adjust the ‘From’ time to the next oldest 
overdue task. When the user selects the icon a second time the view is returned to the original 
time frame before the overdue button was clicked the first time. 

 
 

 Product note:  indicates the pharmacist has added additional information when verifying the 
medication order 

 

 Administration note:  indicates that a nurse- to-nurse communication note is attached to the 
order. Clicking the icon will open the ‘Admin Note’ window where the note can be viewed and 
cleared as appropriate 

 

 Immediate priority:  indicates a task on the MAR that has a ‘First Dose Priority’ of ‘Now’. 

      

 Nurse review:  a nurse is required to review the order. 

 

 Pending complete:  indicates the medication order has reached the ordered stop date and 
time. Orders displaying a status of pending complete and can be modified. 

 

 Order details are incomplete:  indicates there are incomplete order details are incomplete. 
Missing information must be completed before the order can be signed. 

 

 Tapering:  indicates that orders are part of a tapering regime e.g. prednisolone. 

        

 

 Requires Pharmacist verification: indicates the order has not been verified by a 
pharmacist         

 Rejected by pharmacy: indicates the order has been rejected by the pharmacist. 

          

 PowerPlan:  medication orders which are included in a PowerPlan        
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MAR Summary 

 The ‘MAR Summary’ provides a summarized description of the MAR. The same information is 
available, but presented differently 

 

 

 

Changing your view of the MAR Summary: 

 To change the information visible on the ’MAR summary’ follow the same principles as the MAR. 
Select the appropriate filter and timeline parameters. 
 

 


